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they found that the doubloons earned by their sub-
servience were not forthcoming. The Parisians bit-
terly complained that the Spaniard did not clear all
the neighbourhood of the Royalist garrisons. Parma
did indeed take Provins and one or two small places
and next attacked Corbeil, but Corbeil resisted for
three weeks and the siege cost the lives of many of
his veterans. A few more such captures and his
army would be undone. Deaf therefore to the
entreaties of his allies and the outcries of the citizens
the Italian marched away, compelling Mayenne to
accompany him, pursued and harassed as far as the
Belgian frontier by the King and his horsemen.

No sooner had the Spaniards turned their backs
than Paris was once more surrounded on every side
by hostile garrisons. Yet two things had been
achieved by Farnese. He had proved to Mayenne
that he was powerless without Spanish help and he
had prevented Henry from entering his capital a con-
queror and a Protestant. Yet it may well be doubted
whether he would have accomplished even so much,
but for the fatal advice of Biron. The Marshal was
determined to prolong the Civil War, that work-shop,
as La Noue terms it, of every iniquity detestable to
honest folk, but also, as Biron conceived, the work-
shop in which the edifice of his fortunes might be
completed. What to such as he was the ruin of their
country, the unutterable misery of thousands, com-
pared with the satisfaction of their ambition ?

Paris continued to be hemmed in by the royal gar-
risons. Provisions became ever scantier and dearer,
and strange diseases, the result of privation and un-